[Implantation of an Artificial Iris in 11 Patients].
Background. Iris defects are mostly acquired after injury, or may be iatrogenic after surgical excision of iris tumours or the result of collateral trauma after anterior segment surgery. They cause severe visual disability, e.g. glare, loss of contrast sensitivity, and loss of best corrected visual acuity. The foldable Koch iris prosthesis has a customised iris design and may be used to reconstruct the anterior segment in patients with partial or complete aniridia. History and Signs. We present the surgical management and clinical course of 6 patients with traumatic iris defects, together with 3 patients with partial aniridia after cataract surgery. Cataract surgery and implantation of an artificial iris were performed in 2 female patients (3 eyes) with congenital aniridia syndrome. Therapy and Outcome. No patient exhibited complications in the postoperative course, with the exception of various intraocular pressure peaks due to secondary glaucoma, that were all corrected by medication to lower topical pressure. Conclusions. In patients with major iris defects, the artificial iris allows functionally and aesthetically satisfactory reconstruction of the anterior segment.